
ICD-10-CM Key Concepts to Consider when Documenting 

In general, distinguish between primary, underlying, spontaneous, complication of, sequelae/late effect,  

manifestation of or secondary/due to.  

Type:  gestational diabetes, Greenstick 
(closed) fracture, neonatal hypertension, 
primary osteoarthritis, aspiration 
pneumonia, atypical atrial fibrillation, 
predominantly hyperactive ADHD, displaced 
comminuted fracture, cluster headache, 
benign neoplasm of skin, carcinoma in situ 
exocervix, systolic congestive heart failure, 
low tension glaucoma, periumbilic rebound 
abdominal tenderness, age-related 
osteoporosis with current pathological 
fracture right humerus 
 
 

Complications/Manifestations: 
hemorrhage, status asthmaticus, 
withdrawal, spontaneous rupture of 
eardrum, without goiter, Bouchard’s 
nodes, without aura, periodontal 
disease, with coma, gangrene, diabetic 
glaucoma, with intestinal obstruction 

 

Associated 
Conditions/Cause/Contributing 
Factors:  rheumatic, congenital, due to 
Iodine deficiency, due to renal 
impairment, due to MRSA, due to 
insulin pump malfunction, due to 
streptococcus group B, due to excess 
calories, UTI associated with chronic 
Foley use, heart failure due to 
hypertension, age-related osteoporosis 
with current pathologic fracture, allergic 
reaction due to:  cosmetics, plants, 
dyes, metals, adhesives, infectious 
agents 
 
It is important for the provider to 
document the association/correlation 
between the underlying condition and 
any associated conditions. 

Severity:  uncomplicated, mild persistent, 
intractable, with status migrainosus,  mild 
stage, moderate stage, severe stage, 
indeterminate stage, stage 1, stage 5, first 
degree, 3rd degree  

Anatomical Location:  knee, great toe, 
thoracic spine, lower quadrant, upper 
eyelid, aortic valve, chewing surface, 
upper-inner quadrant, overlapping sites, 
anterior aspect, hard palate 

Time Parameters:  persistent, 
paroxysmal, acute, chronic, acute on 
chronic, recurrent, first trimester, 
gestational age 26 completed weeks, 
subacute, loss of consciousness for 30 
minutes, no loss of consciousness 

Episode: single, initial encounter, 
subsequent encounter, sequel/late effect 

Localization:  medial, proximal, central, 
peripheral, distal, lower end, etc. 

Laterality:  left, right, bilateral, 
generalized 

Remission Status:  full, partial   
 


